
[S] GOOD AND EVIL:  choose your side  

[S]Read text:  Luke 11:17-28 
1. Our text reveals how people are responding to Jesus who is obviously advancing good over evil. There 

are many people are are evil, moderately evil, like a little evil with their good, tolerant of evil, and the not 
sure what is evil.  

2. Jesus presents a clear picture and a choice for everyone concerned.  

[S]I. JESUS HAS AUTHORITY OVER EVIL - "14And He was casting out a demon, and it was mute; when 
the demon had gone out, the mute man spoke; and the crowds were amazed."  Luke 11:14 

1. The Lord of lords and King of kings has authority that cannot be resisted by evil. Evil spirits never said, 
"get lost Jesus."  They cowered and pleaded."  James said it: "they believe and tremble". 

2. Demon possession was as unique to the first century as was raising the dead.  

People worry that they are in danger of being controlled by the devil. [S] James 4:7 says, "Submit 
therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you."  And Peter says, "resist him firm in your 
faith". 1 Pt 4:9.  When tempted you have similar power to tell the devil "get behind me." Jas 4;7 

3. We see movie and television depicting evil as this all-powerful force equal to God. It is not. You cannot 

be possessed by the devil:  [S]  "For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,"  Romans 8:38  

4. The tempter can have his way if we like to have some evil in our lives.  But people of faith say, get 
behind me and he flees.  

5. Jesus has shown Himself to be the good and authoritative power to destroy evil.  
 

[S]II. THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS ADVANCING AGAINST EVIL: AND EVERYONE MUST CHOOSE SIDES 
15But some of them said, “He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the ruler of the demons.” 16Others, to test Him, 
were demanding of Him a sign from heaven. 17But He knew their thoughts and said to them, “Any kingdom 
divided against itself is laid waste; and a house divided against itself falls. 18“If Satan also is divided against 
himself, how will his kingdom stand? For you say that I cast out demons by Beelzebul. 19“And if I by Beelzebul 
cast out demons, by whom do your sons cast them out? So they will be your judges. 20“But if I cast out 
demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you." Luke 11:15-20 

1. To be sure, there are people who are open and honest and receive Jesus. 
2. Some said he cast out the demons by the power of the devil (Beelzebul).  

a. These will accept any ridiculous explanation rather than confess Jesus. 
b. The only real question is "Do they love evil or do they hate good?"  
c. The hard-headed and hearted people resisted the evidence. They would rather attribute even a 

notable miracle to the devil rather than the alternative to repenting of sin.  
3. Others were asking to see another sign. This makes them seem open still but waiting for an excuse to 

REJECT. 
Like the scribes and Pharisees in Mt. 12:38 who said they wanted to see another sign.  Jesus said, "no, 
you will only see the sign of Jonah", which was the resurrection of Jesus.  And when the rich man 
pleaded with father Abraham to send Lazarus to warn his five brothers so they don't end up where he 
was. Abraham said they have Moses and the prophets, and if they won't listen to them, they won't 
believe if someone is risen from the dead. Luke 16:19-31  

a. Others were saying "give us more proof". But enough proof isn't the problem. 
b. In John 9 they had proof Jesus made the blind man to see and all they wanted to do was get the 

blind man to admit Jesus was a sinner for healing on the Sabbath, John 9. Jesus is doing good 



and all these guys want to enforce is their man-made rules that would keep you from calling an 
ambulance on the day of rest.  

c. But many people acknowledged that even the evil spirits are subject to Him.  

4. [S]And still another response that fell short [dropping down to verses]: "27While Jesus was saying 
these things, one of the women in the crowd raised her voice and said to Him, “Blessed is the womb 
that bore You and the breasts at which You nursed.” 28But He said, “On the contrary, blessed are 
those who hear the word of God and observe it.” vv27-28 

a. To praise Jesus and the womb that carried Him falls short. People might praise you and say all 
power to you, and give lots of respect, but only from afar.  

b. Jesus says the entire point is that people believe and observe the Gospel.  The question before 
this last person is do you go the next logical step and believe and observe the Gospel?  

5. Still Jesus reasons with them….He does this for our benefit. Jesus is advancing the eternal kingdom:  
a. In chapter 10 when Jesus sent out the 70 disciples, he said for them to 'heal the sick' and say 

'the kingdom of God has come near to you.' Lk 10:9.  
b. Everyone has to choose because Jesus is tearing down strongholds and destroying evil that 

has a hold on peoples' lives:  After their mission was completed, they returned and Jesus said, 'I 
saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 Behold, I give you the authority to trample on 
serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means 
hurt you. 20 Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rather 
rejoice because your names are written in heaven." Luke 10:18ff.  

c. With the preaching of the Gospel, souls are saved and evil is defeated. This is evidence of the 
coming kingdom. The evidence is good overcoming evil. The kingdom coming near means 
deliverance. It means the downfall of Satan.  

d. Think about the influence of the kingdom coming near in your own life. 

6. [S]Jesus issues a warning in verse 23: “He who is not with Me is against Me; and he who does not 
gather with Me, scatters." v23 

a. The "show us another miracle" and the "truly blessed is that womb" people might protest "I'm 
not against you, but just not sure I am with you."  

b. Choose sides: Jesus made it clear one either stands with Him it else he is opposed to Him. v23.  
Get on board with Jesus and His kingdom of else you are opposed to Him.  

c. Jesus is giving us ample reason to choose: but are we willing? 
1. To reject what is opposed to Him? 
2. To keep His Word? 
3. To let the world we are without question a Christian and nothing short.  

 

[S]III. GET THE STRONG MAN ON YOUR SIDE: JESUS IS STRONGER THAN DEMONS 
21“When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his possessions are undisturbed. 22“But when 
someone stronger than he attacks him and overpowers him, he takes away from him all his armor on which he 
had relied and distributes his plunder.." Luke 11:21-22  

1. The two men, one strong and the other stronger, are said in the context of evil and good, where Jesus 
cast out a demon by the finger of God. Who is on your side?  

2. There's no hope against evil without the Stronger Man. 
3. Coffman explains: "This little jewel of a parable is most instructive, nor should we hesitate to draw the 

several analogies which are most certainly in it. The following analogies are by Dummelow:[29] 
The strong man fully armed = Satan. 
His court = the whole world under his usurped dominion. 



His goods = the souls whom Satan holds captive. 
His armor = the devices by which he enslaves men. 
The Stronger Man = the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The spoils = the souls rescued from Satan by the Lord. 
Overcoming the strong man = the total victory of Christ. 
Taking his whole armor = the frustration of all Satan's devices through the gospel of Christ. 

[S]There can be no neutrality in such a conflict as that which appears in these verses; and Christ at 
once stated that key truth. See next verse, (Luke 11:23) 

4. Without Christ, we are left defenseless to the devil. But with Christ you are strong.  
5. When the people see such power and authority by Jesus, the choice is clear.  

 

[S]IV. CREATE AN ENVIRONMENT THAT DOES NOT INVITE THE DEVIL IN: CAREFUL TO CLEAN AND 
FILL YOUR HOUSE WITH THE THINGS OF GOD 
24“When the unclean spirit goes out of a man, it passes through waterless places seeking rest, and not finding 
any, it says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.’ 25“And when it comes, it finds it swept and put in 
order. 26“Then it goes and takes along seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they go in and live there; 
and the last state of that man becomes worse than the first.” Luke 11:24-26 

1. The last state is worse than the first. This is common Bible language for someone being redeemed but 
then turning back to the world.  

2. [S]"For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world by the knowledge of the Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and are overcome, the last state has become 
worse for them than the first. 21 for it would have been better for them not to have known the way of 
righteousness, than having know it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered to them. 22 But it has 
happened to them according to the true proverb: 'A dog returns to his own vomit,' and, 'a sow, having 
washed, to her wallowing in the mire.'" 2 Peter 2:20-22.  

3. If a Christian is careless in his walk with God, the devil will take advantage.  
4. Have you made the good confession that Jesus is Lord? Is it clear in your manner of life that Jesus is 

ruling your life?  If so, the devil has to find another to prey on.  

5. [S]It's not enough to clean up a few items in the life. God isn't trying to make us more moral than the 
world. We are to be holy and strive to be in all ways.  

 

[S]Conclusion: 

1. [S]To know evil we only need to know and love the truth:  Everything that's opposed to it, every 
contradiction to it, is evil. Resisting truth will usher in delusion to believe the lie.  

2. [S]To secure your soul and future you cannot stand on your own.  1] you need Christ who is the 
Stronger man who destroys the work of the devil in your life.  

3. [S]Choose because there's no neutral ground here. There are no reporters who think their business 
places them above choosing sides and they forget where their bread and butter comes from. 

4. [S]Clean and Fill your house with Christ and leave no invitation to evil.  Be sure to lay everything out 
before God. Confess your sins and He will forgive you. The evil that was in our life in the past should 
not find anything in your life welcoming them back.  


